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less water. The Captain had for his guidance Mon-
sieur de la Salle’s Relation, and some other very
incorrect memoirs that mention The mouth of the
river. That Englishman, who was talking about it to
Monsieur de Bienville, congratulated himself upon
having found the entrance to the Mississipi. One of
those who have written of it is an apostate, who pre-
sented to King William the Relation of the Missis-
sipi, whither he never went; and, after a thousand
falsehoods and ridiculous boasts, He pretends to
establish the first claims and the incontestable right
of King William to the Mississipi, etc.®

He depicts in His Relation Monsieur de la Salle
wounded, with two balls in his head, turning to
Father Anastase, a Recollet, to ask for absolution,—
(which he certainly could not have had time to do,)
for he was killed outright, without saying a word,—
and other similar false statements. I know not
what the Court will decide with reference to the
Mississipi, if no silver mines be found there; For they
seek not lands to cultivate. There are but few
districts, to a distance of 8o leagues from here, that
are not flooded by the great overflow of the
Mississipi. The mines that have been sought for
have not yet been found; but little heed is paid to
the lead mines, which are very plentiful toward
The Ilinois country, and higher up the Mississipi
toward the Scioux. There are, in truth, many
souls to be won to Jesus Christ along the Mississipi,
and still more inland and along the red River.
But there are more people in the Ilinois mission
alone than I have seen among the Tounika, the
Baiougoula and the houmas; and more than there
are Among the Bilocchi, the Colapessas, and all the
savages of the River mobile, who Are between



